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Into  the  Defigns  of  the  late 
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Prefented  to  Parliament 


by  the 


Company  of  Apothecaries. 

With  Remarks,  how  far  it  deferred  Attention. 
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The  Apothecary's  prefent  monftrous  Profits  are  ex- 
pofed,  and  compared  with  thofe  of  the  Cbemift> 
with  refped  to  Pradice  and  Retail.  -  ° 
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To  which  is  annexed 

AScheme,  tending  to  prevent  the  Empirical 
Apothecary  from  Pradifing  ;  and  the 
Chemift  from  preparing  and  vending 
fophifticated  Medicines. 

I  N 

A  LETTER  to  the  Company  of  Apothecaries* 
occafioned  by  a  lare  Pamphlet,  called 
Frauds  detected  in  Drugs ,  &c. 
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Omnia  patefacienda,  ut  tie  quid  omnlho  quod  Ven- 
ditor  norir,  Emptor  ignoret.  Tull. 

’Till  now  you  have  gone  on,  and  fill’d  the  Time 
With  all  licentious  Meafure,  making  your  Wills 
The  Scope  of  Juftice. 

Thou  waft  told  thus  ; 

Thou  gav’ft  thine  Ears,  likeTapfters,  that  bid  Welcome 
To  Knaves  and  all  Approaehers ;  ’Tis  moft  juft 
That  Thou  turn  Rafcal.  Shakesp. 


>  To  the  Co  MP ANY  of 

APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen^ 

TH  E  late  Pamphlet,  which  you 
are  fuppofed  to  have  wrote,  called 
Frauds  detected  in  Drugs ,  being 
exhibited  with  the  in  oft  feeming  Simpli¬ 
city,  and  principally  levelled  againft  the 
Chemifts  and  Druggifts,  has  occafioned 
feveral  public  and  private  Diiputes  a- 
mongft  indifferent  Perfons,  as  well  as 
thofe  concerned  in  Trade.  And  as  the 
Public  remain  ftill  ignorant,  which  Par¬ 
ty  is  the  Aggreffor,  and  whofe  Caufe 
ought  chiefly  to  be  confidered ;  I  fhall 
endeavour  in  the  following  Sheets,  the 
Product  of  a  few  Leifure  Hours,  to  clear 
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up  this  important  Affair,  by  demonftrat- 
ing  how  far  your  late  Petition  to  Par¬ 
liament  deferved  Attention ;  and  then  con¬ 
clude  with  a  Scheme,  which,  if  proper¬ 
ly  put  in  Force  by  the  Legiflature,  would 
effectually  re-eftabliffi  that  former  Har¬ 
mony  fubfiffing  between  you  and  the 

Che  miffs,  &cP 

In  the  Introduction  to  your  late  Pam¬ 
phlet,  you  fay,  It  is  the  Duty  of  every 
honest  Apothecary,  &c,  concerned, 
in  the  Compounding  of  Medicines,  ftridf- 
ly  to  conform  himlelt  to  the  Diredtions 
of  the  Difpenfatory ;  which  I  grant  you  > 
but  why  don’t  they  do  it  ?  They  are 
prevented  by  two  very  obvious  Reafbns* 
the  firft  is,  There  are  Hundreds  who  don’t 
believe  the  Company  does  it,  and  with 
very  good  Reafon ;  for,  to  argue  in  the 
Style  of  your  Pamphlet,  ('viz.  I  have  Rea¬ 
fon  to  believe ,  or,  1  have  been  told)  there 
is  a  certain  Surgeon  and  Apothecary  now 
living,  who  formerly  dealt  at  your  Hall 
for  all  his  compound  Medicines ;  on  which 
Account  he  imagined  himfelf  happy  in 
his  Practice,  and  fecure  againft  the  Vil¬ 
lainy  of  the  Infpedtors,  who  annually 
nfed  to  extort  from  him  Six  Shillings, 
as  a  Perquifite  for  the  Trouble  of  their 
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Vifitation,  being  ignorant  how  little  Au¬ 
thority  they  had  for  fuch  a  Proceeding. 
It  happened  that  one  Time,  in  their 
Rounds,  they  called  athisShop,  and  found 
the  Journeyman  alone  at  home ;  and 
with  their  ufual  Front,  defired  to  look 
at  feveral  Medicines,  amongft  which  was 
Mithridate.  One  tafted,  and  his  Opinion 
was,  that  it  had  not  the  Quantity  of  Gums  5 
another,  that  it  wanted  Confiftence;  and 
in  general,  they  all  condemned  it  as  a 
Medicine  not  fit  to  be  ufed.  During  this 
Interval,  in  comes  the  Mafter,  who  de¬ 
firing  their  Bufinefs,  Why,  Sir,  replied 
one,  we  belong  to  the  Hall,  and  called,  as 
ufual,  to  infpedt  a  few  of  your  Medi¬ 
cines:  you  know  what  is  common  on  thefe 
Occafions.  To  which  replies  the  Mafter, 
I  fhail  not  give  you  a  Farthing.  No,  fays 
one!  why  look  ye,  Sir,  your  Mithridate 
is  very  bad,  and  not  fit  to  be  ufed,  and 
we  fhail  be  obliged  to  make  Report  of  it 
accordingly  ?  Nay,  fays  the  Mafter,  now 
I  am  convinced  what  a  Neft  of  Villains 
I  have  to  deal  with,  who  being  nettled 
at  my  refufing  their  ufual  Impofition, 
begin  to  ftiew  their  knavfth  Principles, 
by  condemning  Medicines  of  their  own 
Compounding  :  fo  taking  down  his  File, 
took  ye,  fays  he,  here  is  the  Bill  of  Parcels 
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of  the  Mithridate,  and  a  Receipt  for  the 
Money  paid  at  your  Hall,  three  or  four 
Days  ago ;  and  here  is  my  Man,  who 
bought  it  and  paid  the  Money;  for  I 
have  dealt  for  it  no  where  elfe,  for  many 
Years,  and  always  pay  ready  Money  for 
it,  and  other  Goods.  And  his  Man  de¬ 
clared,  the  Perfon  was  then  prefent,  who 
gave  him  the  Receipt.  This  Misfortune 
occafioned  fuch  a  general  Confufion  a~ 
mongft  them,  that  they  were  glad  to 
beg  Pardon,  and  make  up  the  Matter 
in  Terms  which  they  little  fufpedled* 
The  Apothecary,  it  is  believed,  at  this 
Time  would  make  Oath  to  the  above 
Purport,  if  required. 

Now,  are  thefe  Perfons  to  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  *  competent  Judges  of  Medicines, 
when  they  cannot  difcern  their  own 
from  others,  which  they  declare  and  con¬ 
demn  as  unfit  for  Ufe  ?  And  if  this  be 
true,  how  can  you  expedf  Apothecaries 
in  general,  to  compound  Medicines  juflly, 
when  they  have  fo  bad  an  Example  ? 

#  The  Apothecaries,  in  their  late  Petition  to  Par¬ 
liament,  inlifled  on  their  being  coniidered  as  compe¬ 
tent  Judges ;  but  the  Parliament  would  not  liften  to 
it,  as  appears  by  their  Bill  being  reje&ed. 
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This  is  not  the  only  Xnftanceof  this  Kind; 
the  Apothecary  difplaf  d  has  mentioned 
more,  which  fee. 

Again,  on  the  other  Hand,  if  we 
confider  the  Apothecary  as  having  Hone- 
fty  enough  to  compound  Medicines  after 
the  Difpenfatory>  whether  has  he  a  Ca¬ 
pacity  or  not,  for  that  Purpofe  ?  I  may 
almoft  totally  anfwer  in  the  Negative  ; 
for  it  is  generally  allowed,  that  one  half, 
if  not  three  Parts  out  of  four,  of  thole 
who  ftyie  themfelves  Apothecaries,  in  and 
about  London ,  fome  too  in  very  repu¬ 
table  Practice,  are  fo  very  illiterate,  that 
they  underftand  no  more  of  Compound¬ 
ing"  and  Preparing  capital  Medicines, 
than  they  do  of  the  Philofophers  Stone ; 
or  they  may  be  more  properly  compar¬ 
ed  to  a  Jack-maker,  who,  you  would 
imagine,  could  conftruct  and  organize  a 
Watch,  becaufe  he  underftands  Wheels. 
Nay,  there  is  not  one  in  ten,  who  per¬ 
fectly  underftands  the  Derivation  or  Mean¬ 
ing  of  his  Technical  Terms,  or  can  read 
the  Phylician’s  Bill,  truly,  in  proper  La- 
tiny  nor  perhaps  underftands  it  any  bet¬ 
ter,  abbreviated  ;  fo  that  thefe  Perfons  are 
under  the  greateft  Obligation  to  Dr.  Pem * 
bertony  for  tranflating  the  late  Dijpenfa- 
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tory  into  Englijh ;  for  by  a  previous  Exa<* 
mination  it  might  be  eafiiy  proved,  they 
neither  could  underhand  it,  nor  even 
read  it  with  its  proper  Accent, 

Th  e  Dodtor  requires  no  lefs  the  Thanks 
of  the  Public  on  the  fame  Account,  for 
he  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  preferved 
the  Lives  of  a  thoufand  innocent  Perfons, 
who  might  have  fallen  a  Vidtim  through 
the  Ignorance  of  Compounders,  who  not 
underftanding  the  Latin ,  though  wrote 
in  the  plainefl  Style,  might  have  com¬ 
mitted  many  fatal  Blunders,  Thefe  are 
not  Hearfays,  but  will  be  found  real 
Fadts,  if  the  College  of  Phyficians  fhould 
form  a  Committee,  purpofely  for  their 
Examination,  And  are  thefe,  think  you, 
proper  Perfons  to  compound  Medicines  ? 
They  never  were  taught  to  do  it,  and  are 
too  conceited,  or  elfe  have  not  a  Capa¬ 
city,  to  learn. 

The  Lives  and  Healths  qf  his  Ma - 
jefiy  s  Subjects,  which  you  mention,  de¬ 
pend  much  more  on  the  Unfkilfulnefs 
of  the  illiterate  blundering  Apothecary, 
in  preparing  the  Medicines,  and  giving 
the  neceflary  Diredtions  for  taking  them, 
prefcribed  in  Latin  by  the  Phylician, 
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than  in  any  Fault  in  the  Medicines  pur- 
chafed  from  the  Chemift  or  Druggift. 
The  Public  may  eafily  be  informed  of 
thefe  Fads ;  for  there  is  not  a  Parifh 
in  or  about  London,  but  you’ll  meet 
with  numbers  of  thefe  ignorant  Fellows, 
in  tolerable  Pradice,  ftrutting  in  their 
Tye-Wigs,  and  vifiting  their  Patients 
with  the  fame  Front  as  if  they  had 
been  educated  and  had  ferved  feven 
Years  to  a  complete  Mafter ;  though  per¬ 
haps  their  Pradice  was  derived  from 
the  Obfervations,  either  as  Labourers,  or 
Errand-Boys  in  a  Shop,  or  elfe  from  being 
a  Lobloliboy  a  few  Years  on  board  a  War 
Ship,  employed  to  fcour  the  Mortar  and 
Bolus  Stone.  Numbers  who  have  had  no 
other  Education,  are  to  be  found  within 
the  Bills  of  Mortality ;  fome  of  which 
have  not  efcaped  your  Cenfure,  and  who 
neither  underftand  what  you  mean  by 
your  Verum  or  non  *  Verum;  but  hav¬ 
ing  had  Oeconomy  enough  to  lay  by 
twenty  or  thirty  Pounds  in  their  Ser¬ 
vitude,  together  with  a  little  Credit 
from  the  Druggift  or  Chemift,  imme¬ 
diately  commence  Apothecaries,  and  take 
care  to  open  their  Shops  in  fuch  Places 
where  the  Inhabitants  are  not  able  to 

f  A.  ftrange  Term  inftanced  in  the  late  Petition. 

fufped 
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fufped  their  Capacity  and  original  Edu¬ 
cation  ;  and  if  they  appear  perfonafale 
and  happily  fupplied  with  a  mod  de¬ 
licate,  pure,  and  effeminate  Tongue* 
they  feldom  fail  of  inhnuating  them» 
felves  into  the  Women’s  Favour,  who, 
by  the  Way,  require  a  great  Complai- 
lance  from  their  Hats .  If  this  Gift  fails* 
then  Recourfe  is  had  amongft  thofe  who 
love  the  Bottle  and  Song,  which  feldom 
fails  of  procuring  Bufinefs,  on  account 
of  being  efteemed  a  merry  Fellow  and 
good  Company. 

Thus  do  the  unthinking  Part  of 
Mankind  impofe  upon  themfeives,  by 
preferring  thefe  empirical,  ignorant 
Pretenders  in  Phyfic,  to  Men  of  Let¬ 
ters  and  real  Merit ;  and  employing  them 
in  the  fame  Character  as  they  would  the 
moft  learned  Apothecaries  at  St.  James's , 
whofe  Characters  and  Educations,  it 
feems,  cannot  be  fufpedted,  on  account 
of  their  ferving  the  Army  with  Goon 
Medicines. 

You  fee,  Gentlemen,  I  am  far  from 
afperfing  thofe  Apothecaries  who  are  re¬ 
markable  for  good  Learning  and  known 
Genius;  my  Defign  being  to  remark 
Thofe,  who,  pretending  to  thefe  Qua¬ 
lifications, 
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iifications,  have  acquired  fufficient  For¬ 
tunes  to  maintain  their  Chariots,  and 
who,  that  they  may  be  more  plaulibly 
efteemed  as  learned  Men  by  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  as  they  roll  along  the  Streets,  are 
poring  over  Quincy's  Difpenfatory ,  or 
fuch  like  Author,  to  which  they  feem 
as  attentive,  as  if  they  were  puzzled 
with  the  Aphorifms  of  Hippocrates ;  or 
thofe,  whofe  Education  in  the  Practice  of 
Pharmacy ,  was  originally  derived  as 
above  defcribed;  who  confequently,  as  they 
have  no  Reputation  to  flake,  have  none 
to  lofe;  but  notwithftanding,  by  the 
moft  fcandalous  enthufiaftical  Proceedings, 
are  daily  railing  themfelves  to  the  very 
Summit  of  Grandeur,  merely  by  picking 
the  Pockets  of  thofe  who  innocently  em¬ 
ploy  therm 

These  are  the  Perfons  whom  you 
ought  to  have  particularized  in  your 
Petition,  if  you  really  were  concerned 
for  the  Welfare  of  his  Majefy  s  Sub¬ 
jects-,  for  it  would  have  been  judged  ho¬ 
nourable  and  equitable  in  you,  to  ex- 
pofe  that  Man,  who  pretends  publickly 
to  profefs  that  Art  of  which  he  is  ig¬ 
norant,  more  efpecially,  that  important 
Practice  where  Life  is  entrufted  to  his 

C  Care : 
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Care:  For  It  may  be  eafily  conceived* 
that  fuch  unconfcionable  Impoflors  pick 
a  thoufand  times  more  Pockets  and  de¬ 
stroy  Lives*  than  they  cure  Diflempers. 

I T  is  really  no  Wonder,  when  thefe 
pure  Ignoramus’s  are  fuffered  to  pra- 
dtife  unmolefted,  that  the  City  of  Lon¬ 
don  fhould  be  peftered  with  fuch  Swarms 
of  foreign  and  domeftick  advertifing  ve¬ 
nereal  Quacks ,  fince  all,  whofe  Petty 
Knowledge  would  not  maintain  them 
abroad,  are  fure  to  find  a  Shelter  for 
their  Ignorance  in  Londony  efpecially 
when  encouraged  with  the  unlimited 
Price  of  their  poifoning. 

It  is  through  the  Inactivity  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians,  that  thefe  Che¬ 
mical  Pinkanello  s  and  Phyjical  yack- 
Puddings  have  made  fuch  a  Progrefs, 
This  ftrange  Liberty  and  Indulgence,  if 
not  timely  fuppreffed*  will  prove  very 
fatal  to  their  Honour,  and  Dignity,  who, 
hitherto,  have  juftly  been  acknowledged 
the  molt  learned  Body  in  Europe . 

A  n  d  do  not  thefe  public  Bites  and 
bufy  Mendicants  enforce  your  Notice, 
much  more  than  the  bare  Sufpicions  of 

the 
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the  Chemifts  fophiflicatihg  their  MedL 
cines  :  certainly  they  deferve  a  Regula¬ 
tion,  or  rather  a  total  Extirpation  j  for 
they  are  a  real  Nufance  to  the  regular 
learned  Practitioners,  not  only  for  pub¬ 
licly  thieving  away  their  Property,  but 
for  betraying  and  revealing  their  enor¬ 
mous  Profits. 

It  is  manifeft  from  thefe  Confide-* 
rations,  that  you  really  did  not  con  full 
effectually  how  to  prefer ve  the  Lives  of 
his  Majejifs  Subje&s:  no,  that  Exprefc 
fion  was  but  a  Feint,  the  better  to  con¬ 
ceal  your  ambitious  Views,  as  appears  by 
your  Pamphlet,  which  has  turned  out  a 
Felo  de  /?,  a  Confequence  you  little 
dreamt  of.  You  have  convinced  the 
World,  by  afperfing  the  Trade  in  gene¬ 
ral,  that  your  Defigns  were  Self-in tereft- 
ing  and  monopolizing ;  your  Scheme  was 
to  eftablifh  a  Phyjical  Inquifition ,  to  en* 
rich  your  Company  at  the  induftrious 
Chemift  and  Druggiffs  Expence;  or  elfe 
your  Gall  would  have  reached  thefe  En- 
thufiafts,  thefe  Swarms  of  ignorant  Cheats* 
which  the  inimitable  Shakefpear  de¬ 
scribes,  on  another  Occafi on,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Lines: 

f 

C  2  .  —  A  Knot 
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- - A  Knot  of  Mouth  Friends , 

Moji  fmiling ,  fmooth ,  detefied  Parafites 9 
Courteous  Deflroyers ,  affable  Wolves , 

Bears , 

flick  *and  fpangle  all  with  Flatteries \ 

But  now,  fince  the  Plan  of  your  four 
Years  Counfel  is  rejected,  unlefs  the  ho- 
neft  Chemift  and  Druggift  petition  for 
a  Renewal  and  Amendment  of  the  late 
Aft,  it  is  to  be  feared  you  will  be  dis¬ 
appointed  in  your  annual  T ooth-fucking 
Perquifltes ;  for  if  you  attempt  to  de¬ 
mand  your  ufual  Impofition  from  thefe 
compounding  Chemifts  and  Druggifts  (as 
you  call  them)  for  the  future,  they  will 
certainly  ftamp  you  with  the  Chemical 
Mark  of  Impoftor,  and  throw  the  very 
Dull  in  your  Eyes  with  which  you 
would  induce  the  World  to  believe  they 
compounded  their  Medicines:  And  w  hy 
fhould  they  not?  For  when  you  £h—* t 
a  — — d  at  their  Door,  they  certainly 
have  an  equal  Right  to  rub  your  Note 
in  it. 

There  are  other  Circutnftances  to 
be  defcribed,  which  equally  merit  the 
Attention  of  the  Legillature,  For  in 

Juftice 
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juft  ice  to  the  Public,  I  cannot  avoid 
linking  fome  Druggifts  and  Chemifts  to 
the  former  Chain  of  Empirical  Apothe¬ 
caries,  who,  I  am  fenfible,  are  equally 
illiterate  and  ignorant:  There  are  Num¬ 
bers  who  never  had  an  Opportunity  of 
a  better  Education  than  the  abovemen- 
tioned,  and  yet  with  Faces  of  the  mod  im¬ 
penetrable  Brafs  (having  raifed  themfelves 
from  the  moft  abje<ft  miferable  State  of 
a  Shoe-Black,  or  a  Plough-Driver,  to  that 
of  a  Labourer  in  the  Laboratory)  have  at 
length  commenced  Matters  of  Shops,  and 
audacioufly  written  themfelves  Chemists 
on  their  Signs  with  Letters,  although 
they  are  fo  ignorant  both  of  the  Qualities 
of  Drugs  and  Chemical  Medicines,  that, 
if  you  Ihould  afk  them  to  explain  the 
Virtues  of  a  Chemical  Medicine  in  Tech¬ 
nical  Terms,  or  the  Names  of  their 
Druggs  in  proper  Latin ,  they  would 
prove  as  unintelligible  to  them,  as  the 
Rabbinnical  Commentaries  of  Aben  Ezra 
or  Solomon  Jar  chi . 

Nunc  paulb  majora  canamus . 

A  learned  Author  has  given  us  the 
following  lugubrious  Tale,  concerning 
one  of  thefe  Chemical  Druggifts :  A 
Gentleman  wanting  a  little  Oak  Bark, 

applied 
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applied  to  one  of  thefe  Idiots,  and  defired  a 
Pound  of  Cortex  §>uerci.  Cortex  per  Sef 
Replies  the  Mafter,  you  mean  Cornu  Cervi 
per  Se.  No,  fays  the  Gentleman,  I  mean 
Cortex  Querci,  It’s  French ,  replies  the 
Mafter  ;  I  do  not  underftand  it;  cannot 
you  tell  it  in  Englijh?  Why,  replies  the 
Gentleman,  It  is  the  Bark  of  the  Oak 
Tree.  Ay,  replies  the  Dunce,  do  you 
know  no  better  what  is  Latin  for  an 
Oak  ?  I  fuppofe,  you  know  no  better 
what  its  Virtues  are.  Why,  fays  the  Gen¬ 
tleman,  it  is  a  Styptic  and  Reftringenf . 
Stiff-Stick  and  Refting-J oint ,  replies  the 
Chemift  laughing,  what  the  Devil’s  that? 
I  know  from  the  Accidence ,  which  I 
have  juft  been  reading,  that  Robur  is  La¬ 
tin  for  an  Oak ;  for  here  you  fee,  fhewing 
the  Line,  PeAora  percujfit ,  PeSiora  quo - 
que  Robora  fiunt .  At  which  the  Gentle¬ 
man  breaking  out  with  a  loud  Ha  !  ha  ! 
ha  !  replied  I  could  not  have  thought  it  was 
in  an  Accidence,  but  I  have  found  it  in  an 
Ecce  Dunce  :  And  thus  took  his  Leave. 

H  e  n  c  e  you  fee  how  impartial  I 
am,  and  how  ready  I  am  to  juftify  real 
Merit  in  the  different  Profeffions;  and 
that  you  may  not  in  the  leaft  fufped:  me 
guilty  of  the  fame  partial  radicated  Male¬ 
volence 


volence,  with  which  the  late  Pamphlet  is 
fo  contemptibly  crouded  againd  the  Trade 
in  general  ;  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  ana¬ 
lyze  fome  of  thefe  Chemical  Fire-fons; 
and  you  may  convince  yourfelves  by  a 
proper  Examination  in  this  Affair,  that 
►  Truth  only  is  my  Bafis.  But  you  muff 
pardon  me,  if  I  am  unable  to  embellifti 
my  Sentiments  with  fiich  fublime  dig- 
matizing  Indances ;  as  I  have  Reafon  to 
believe ,  have  been  thus  told ,  with  a  Train 
of  Prolegomena  and  Note  Variorum,  and 
fuch  like  infolent  Expreffions  interfperf- 
ed  in  Frauds  deteffied^  for,  according  to 
Efdras ,  Magna  eft  veritas ,  &  pr revale- 
bit,  It  has  been  often  remarked  that 
there  are  not  upwards  of  twenty  regu¬ 
lar  Chemids  in  London ,  and  yet  there 
are  Hundreds  who  dyle  themfelves  fo* 
But  it  mu  ft  not  be  fuppofed,  but  amongft 
the  latter,  there  are  Men  of  the  bed 
Letters  and  penetrating  Genius,  of  which 
we  have  daily  Indances;  for  a  Man  with 
thefe  Advantages,  though  he  never  ferved 
as  an  Apprentice  to  the  Art,  can  read, 
dudy,  and  pradtife,  and  by  a  diligent 
Application,  may  indrudt  himfelf  dif¬ 
fidently  to  prepare  the  Chemical  Medi¬ 
cines  ufed  in  Pharmacy,  and  with  the 
fame  Advantage  as  others;  and  when  he 
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is  fo  far  completed,  he  may  venture 
fafely  upon  the  moft  abftrufe  Prepara¬ 
tions,  and  at  laft  be  acknowledged  a 
Proficient  in  that  noble  Science.  To  a 
Man  thus  qualified,  the  Method  of  com¬ 
pounding  Galenical  Medicines  will  very 
naturally  occur,  though  in  this,  there  is 
more  Honefty  than  Knowledge  required; 
but  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  no  Man 
knows  how  to  mix  and  proportion  In¬ 
gredients  of  various  Qualities,  fo  well  as 
he  who  is  acquainted  with  Chemical  Prin¬ 
ciples  ;  and  yet,  what  Scores  can  we  pro¬ 
duce  pretending  to  this  Science,  who 
cannot  even  define  nor  defcribe  the  Dif¬ 
ference  between  Acid  and  Alkali  ? 


Ho  w  is  it  to  be  expedted  that  thefe 
Pretenders  to  this  Art,  fhould  compound 
and  prepare  Medicines,  when  they  are 
not  capable  of  inftrudting  themfelves  by 
the  perufal  of  Authors,  fince  feveral  of 
them  can  fcarce  read  or  write,  nor  un- 
derftand  what  they  do  read  in  a  Chemical 
Author  wrote  in  the  plaineft  Englijh  '? 
What  muft  they  do  then  with  Latin  Au¬ 
thors,  by  which  they  may  reap  fuch  con- 
fiderable  Advantages  ?  or  what  could  they 
do,  even  with  the  Pharmacopoeia  untran- 
flated  ?  Res  ipfa  loquitur.  But  this  is  not 

all. 
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all,  there  are  other  worfe  Circumftances 
to  be  dreaded ;  thefe  Chemical  Lucifers 
are  not  content  with  retailing  their  fo~ 
phifticated  Compounds,  but  pretend  to 
cure  this  or  that  Difeafe  incident  to  the 
Poor,  by  their  infallible  Noftrums,  to  the 
Scandal,  not  only  of  the  learned  Prafti- 
tioner,  but  of  Dr.  Rock  himfelf  -y  for  let 
the  Complaint  be  what  it  will,  there  is  a 
Panacea  ready,  according  to  your  Price  ; 
others  who  trample  upon  that  Dignity 
and  contemn  it  as  common,  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  vifit  thofe  who  are  weak  enough 
to  employ  them  as  z^pothecaries,  and  ad- 
minifter  Medicines,  right  or  wrong,  when 
the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe  is  as  myfterious 
to  them,  as  V an  Helmonf  s  Alkaheft . 

I  could  defcribe  the  Names  and 
Places  q[  Refidence  of  thefe  audacious 
Cheats ;  but  to  trace  theic  Origin  and 
Education,  would  fwell  this  Pamphlet  to 
a  Volume.  Mr.  L—w—s  has  greatly 
furprized  the  Town,  by  honouring  a  cer¬ 
tain  idle  Experimenter,  lately,  with  the 
Title  of  Chemift  in  the  public  Papers ;  that 
very  unguarded  Exprdilon  has  not  a  lit- 
tit  eclipled  the  Luftre  of  his  Lectures  in 
hie  Opinion  of  the  Public,  notwithftand-' 
ing  his  Abilities  *,  for  it  is  well  known  this 

D  fophi- 
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fophifticating  Enthufiafl  never  faw  the 
Infide  of  a  Laboratory,  and  never  had  an 
Opportunity  to  cultivate  the  lead  Idea 
in  Chemiftry,  unlefs,  before  his  late  Arri¬ 
val  in  Town,  he  acquired  his  Art  in  the 
Devil's  Arfe  o’ Peak,  near  which  it  is  fup- 
pofed  he  had  his  Origin.  His  Progrefs 
and  Advancement  through  fome  ftrange 
Viciffitudes  of  Fortune  to  commence  Ma¬ 
iler  of  a  Shop,  makes  no  amends  for  Ig¬ 
norance,  nor  ought  to  plead  for  Capa¬ 
city  ;  for  if  Mr.  L—w — s  Ihould  read 
him  a  Ledture  durante  Vita,  he  would 
find  him  at  laft  as  imperfed  and  ignorant 
in  the  Theory  of  Chemiftry,  as  he  now 
is  in  the  Practice.  How  can  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  any  Perfon,  who  never  had 
better  Education  than  a  Plough  Boy,  Ihould 
under  Hand  the  IVIethod  of  compounding 
and  adminiftring  Medicines  ?  The  leaft 
Recipe  in  the  Latin  Pharmacopoeia  muft 
prove  as  unintelligible  to  fuch  a  Perfon, 
as  the  technical  Documents  of  P aracel- 
fus.  And  does  fuch  a  Perfon  merit  the 
the  diftinguilhing  Title  of  Chemift  ?  No, 
there  are  Numbers  who,  for  certain  unde¬ 
niable  Reafons,  acknowledge  the  Title  of 
Lr-ckft-r  comes  nearer  the  Original. 


These 
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These  Innovators,  who  fo  audacl- 
oufly  fcandalize  your  Profeffion,  and  de-; 
preciate  the  moff  noble  Science  of  Che— 
miftryj  who  compound  and  preferibe  with 
the  fame  *  Diabolical  Front,  as  if  they 
had  ftudied  at  the  Univerfity ;  certainly 
merit  the  Contempt  of  all  Men  of  Let¬ 
ters  ;  nay  even  of  luch  Competen  t 
Judges  as  the  Company  of  Apothe¬ 
caries,  who  certainly  would  have  acquired 
a  general  Applaufe,  had  thefe  Empirics 
been  the  Subject  of  their  Complaint,  in- 
ftead  of  the  Traders  in  general. 

The  entire  Extirpation  of  thefe  per¬ 
nicious  Encroachers,  could  not  fail  of 
producing  the  moft  happy  Confequences, 
In  the  firft  Place,  it  would  have  caufed 
a  prodigious  Increafe  of  your  Trade  and 
Profits,  and  confequently  would  have 
filenced  your  Acclamations,  and  re-efta- 
blifhed  your  Harmony  with  the  Chemifts, 
&c.  whofe Number  would  be  fo  far  dimi- 
nifhed  thereby,  that  you  would  have  no 
longer  Reafon  to  complain  of  their  ferv- 
ing  you  with  fophifficated  Medicines,  as 
it  would  not  be  worth  while.  Secondly, 
it  would  have  fecured  the  Practice 

«.  This  is  not  to  be  understood  in  any  other  Senfe 
further  than  alluding  to  the  Devils  Arfe  o  Peak. 
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and  Reputation  of  the  Phyfician ;  confe- 
quently  the  Welfare  of  his  Majefiys  Sub¬ 
jects  would  be,  really,  confidered ;  and  la  Il¬ 
ly,  it  would  have  maintained  the  Rights 
and  Privileges  of  the  regular  Apprentice; 
for  when  you  ferioufly  confider  the  en¬ 
croaching  Liberties  affumed  by  thefe  Em¬ 
pirics,  your  entire  Averlion  to  them 
mult  naturally  occur.  The  Parent,  who 
educates  his  Son  in  a  View  to  advance 
him  to  the  Dignity  of  a  regular  Apothe¬ 
cary,  has  great  Reafon  to  fufpedt  his  Care, 
and  70  /.  given  as  a  Fee,  as  fo  much 
loft,  when  at  the  fame  Time  an  ignorant 
Porter ,  or  Labourer ,  taken  from  the 
Plough,  can  fettle  in  Bufinefs  with  the  fame 
Advantages  ;  for  the  unthinking  Part  of 
Mankind  as  readily  employ  thefe  No¬ 
vices  as  the  regular  Apothecary,  and  never 
refledt  how  they  impofe  on  themfelves, 
and  endanger  their  Lives  by  fuch  Means. 

These  Bands  of  illiterate  Sophijls  are 
like  i o  many  Knots  of  Quick  Grafs , 
and  lethiferous'  Plants  in  a  Phyfic  Garden, 
which  ought  to  be  carefully  diftinguifhed 
and  weeded  out,  becaufe  they  imbibe 
and  fteal  thofe  Juices,  which  ought  to 
nourifh  the  more  valuable  falutiferous 
Plants, 
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It  is  impoflible  that  any  ill  Confe- 
quences  fhould  attend  the  Extirpation 
of  thefe  public  Deceivers ;  the  Liberty 
of  the  Subject  could  not  be  infringed  by 
it,  for  it  differs  widely  from  thofe  whole 
Bufinefs  is  to  buy  and  fell  only,  as  the 
Grocers,  &c.  The  one  gives  Advice  and 
prefcribes  Remedies  for  the  Sick,  where¬ 
by  Life  is  entrufted  in  his  Hands;  the 
other  never  pretends  to  what  is  beyond 
his  Capacity,  and  contents  himfelf  with 
the  bare  Profits  of  felling  thofe  Articles 
which  are  effentially  neceffary  to  the  Oe- 
conomy  of  domeftic  Affairs,  &c.  But 
the  fir  ft  has  the  Opportunity  of  conceal¬ 
ing.  his  larger  Profits  from  the  deluded 
Patient ;  and  as  the  greater  the  Gain  the 
better  the  Bufinefs,  fo  this  is  the  real  lu¬ 
crative  Motive  that  induces  thefe  Cheats 
to  impofe  on  the  credulous  Cuftomer. 

Again,  thefe  Empirics  enjoy  another 
Advantage;  for  the  fmall  Sum  of  20  /. 
properly  difburfed  in  moveable  Medi¬ 
cines,  will  fit  out  a  fmall  Shop;  and 
if  the  Owner  is  happily  accomplifhed 
with  a  delicate  foothing  Tongue,  he  can 
palm  ofl  his  Impofitions  to  fuch  Advan¬ 
tage,  as  to  acquire  greater  Gains  with 
this  trifling  Stock,  than  the  fair  Buyer 

and 
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and  Seller  with  200  L  in  Trade.  The 
Reafon  is  plain,  the  Buyer  knows  the 
common  Price  of  the  one,  but  is  ignorant 
of  the  Value  of  the  latter:  Hence  it  is 
plain,  that  a  Regulation  or  Elimination 
of  thefe  Ufurpers,  would  rather  reftore 
the  Liberty  of  the  Subject,  than  infringe 
it.  A  Man  may  buy  and  fell  any  Thing 
for  a  Livelihood,  but  ought  not  to  fport 
with  other  Men's  Livese 

- - Pudet  hcec  opprobria  vobis.  Ov. 

This  Practice  is  more  fatal  than  a 
Madman's  Sword  :  Men,  who  com¬ 
pound,  retail  Medicines,  and  prefcribe 
them  to  poor  People,  ought  to  be 
Men  of  good  Learning  and  Judgment, 
becaufe  the  important  Value  of  Life 
is  entrufted  in  their  Hands ;  and  as  thefe 
Men  prepare  the  Medicines  prefcribed 
in  the  Phyficians  Bill,  the  Patient's 
Life  depends  far  more  upon  their  Medi¬ 
cines  and  Managment,  than  the  Phyfi- 
cian’s  Judgement  5  and  as  thefe  Men  are 
proved  to  be  illiterate,  enthufiaftical  In¬ 
novators  and  Empirics ,  who,  for  want 
of  Education,  can  fcarce  read  or  write 
Engli/h ,  and  were  never  taught  the  My- 
fiery  of  the  excellent  Profeffions  of  Che - 
miftry  and  Phyftc-,  how  cautious  fhould 

the  Public  be,  in  entrufting  them?  But 

as 
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as  the  Public  cannot  diftinguilh  the  Learn¬ 
ed  from  the  Ignorant,  it  becomes  high¬ 
ly  neceffary  to  defcribe  thefe  Profeffors 
of  Ignorance  in  their  true  Characters  ; 
that  from  fuch  Circumftances  the  re- 
nown’d  College  of  Phyficians,  with  the 
Chemifts  and  other  learned  Practitioners, 
may  petition  the  Parliament  to  eftabliih 
a  Law,  whereby  this  fpreading  Evil  may 
be  effectually  remedied,  fince  it  highly 
concerns  the  Good  and  Safety  of  the 
Public. 

If  you  ever  were  concerned  for  the 
Lives  of  his  Majefly’s  Subjects,  thefe 
ignorant  Ruffians  ought  to  have  been 
principally  confidered  by  you  in  your  Pe¬ 
tition,  and  not  the  Trade  in  general: 
Thefe  Dunces  could  never  withftand  the 
general  Difcharge  of  your  Ivory  Pop- 
Guns ,  but  fall  within  Point  Blank  of 
your  Level.  Thefe  Tribes  of  Experiment¬ 
ing  Chemifts  and  Apothecaries  are  certain¬ 
ly  the  Perfons  whom  Milton  has  admirably 
defcribed  in  the  following  Soliloquy : 

0  !  what  are  thefe  ? 

Death's  Mini  tiers,  not  Men,  who  thus 
deal  Death 

Inhumanly  to  Men,  and  multiply 
‘Pen  thoufandfold  the  Sin  of  him  who  flew 

His 
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His  Brother ;  for  of  whom  fuch  Mafacre 
Make  they ,  but  of  their  Brethren ,  Men  of 
Men  ? 

In  your  Pamphlet,  called  Frauds  de¬ 
tected,  you  feem  to  lament,  and  mention 
it  as  great  Pity,  that  a  Chemift  fhould 
be  fuffered  to  praftife  as  an  Apothe¬ 
cary  ;  which  muft  be  allowed  a  juft  Ob- 
iervation  fo  far  as  we  have  confidered 
the  illiterate  Pretenders ;  but  your  Remorfe 
extends  itlelf  to  thofe  of  the  greateft 
Abilities;  on  which  Account  the  World, 
inftead  of  acknowledging  the  Equity  of 
fuch  Reafoning,  eclipfed  by  that  falfe 
Affertion,  are  now  convinced  of  your 
ambitious  Defigns,  manifefted  by  the 
more  powerful  and  irrefiftible  Beams  of 
culminating  Truth. 

A  Chemist,  v/ho  vifits  the  Sick  in 
the  Capacity  of  an  Apothecary,  ought 
to  be  preferred  in  his  Practice  for  un¬ 
deniable  Reafons,  efpecially  if  he  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  a  Man  of  Genius  and 
Learning;  for  by  this  Means  a  Patient 
lias  Advantages  equal  to  the  Chemift. 
In  the  firft  Place  the  Chemift  compounds 
all  his  Medicines,  confequently  he  knows 
how  far  to  depend  on  them  ;  the  Apo¬ 
thecary  buys  his,  confequently,  knows 

not 
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not  how  far  to  truil  them :  In  the  next 
Place,  the  Chemift,  who  pra&ifes  as  an 
Apothecary,  gives  the  fame  Attendance, 
as  the  other  Apothecaries,  to  his  Patients, 
and,  by  the  Advantage  of  preparing  his 
own  Medicines  faithfully,  can  afford  them 
at  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  Cent,  cheaper 
than  the  Apothecary,  who  buys  them,  as 
appears  by  the  two  different  Bills ;  the 
Chemilt  generally  charging  One  Shilling 
per  Bolus,  and  the  Apothecary  Two  Shil¬ 
ling  and  fix  Pence,  and  other  Medicines 
accordingly.  It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  but 
the  Apothecary  can  charge  his  Medicines 
a  little  cheaper,  but  it  is  well  known  he 
feldom  has  the  Confidence  to  do  it,  where 
he  attends  a  good  Patient. 

By  the  fame  Means  the  Poor  and 
Needy  are  benefited  by  the  Chemift, 
who  can  afford  to  retail  his  Medicines 
at  eafy  Rates.  Thefe  are  the  plain  and 
real  Reafons  why  Chemifts,  who  have 
been  regularly  educated  in  the  pra&ical 
Way,  meet  with  fuch  Succefs  in  B u li¬ 
ne  fs  ;  and  this  needs  not  gall  the  Apo¬ 
thecary,  for  he  may,  or  might  have  had 
the  fame  Advantages;  and  this  Method 
deferves  to  be  purfued  by  all  Fraditioners 
on  many  Accounts. 
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It  appears  very  ftrange,  that  the  A- 
pothecary  fhould  defpife  and  defame  the 
Chemift,  who  is  equally  qualified  to  pra- 
ctife,  becaufe  he  contents  himfelf  with 
a  reafonable  Profit ;  for  if  they  are  equal¬ 
ly  capable  of  Bufinefs,  it  is  impoffible 
they  fhould  affign  any  other  Reafons  for 
their  Malice. 

In  your  Pamphlet  you  have  accufed  the 
Trade  in  general,  for  mifcompounding 
Medicines,  &c,  and  have  excepted  none 
but  two  or  three  Apothecaries,  and  thofe 
are  your  Bofom  Friends,  who  ferve  the 
Navy ;  but  it  certainly  muft  be  allowed 
a  Vanity  in  your  Company,  to  imagine 
themfelves  the  only  IBjculapians ,  Gale - 
nifts,  and  Boerhavians ;  or  that  the  equal 
Knowledge  of  thefe  Proficients,  like  the 
Royal  Touch,  is  vefted  in  you  only  5 
for  it  is  well  known,  that  there  are  Che- 
mifts  and  Druggifts  in  London ,  whofe 
Knowledge  is  not  to  be  placed  in  Com¬ 
petition  with  you,  either  with  regard 
to  their  Skill  in  Drugs  and  Medicines, 
or  in  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  the  noble 
Art  of  Chemiftry.  I  don’t,  like  you,  affert 
this  Truth  with  I  have  been  told  thus , 
Have  heard  fay ,  but  if  you  will  confult 
their  Writings  on  thefe  Subjects,  you  will 
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find  it  fo ;  thefe  are  Men,  who  have  ever 
maintained  an  unfpotted  Credit  and  Re¬ 
putation  ;  and  can  thefe  Men  be  fuppofed 
to  deceive  Mankind  by  fophifticating  their 
Medicines  ?  No,  though  their  Profits  are 
fmaller  than  yours,  yet  it  is  well  known, 
by  their  fuperior  Skill  in  Chemiftry, 
nay  even  by  a  Angle  Article,  they  can 
force  their  Bread,  and  fnap  their  Fingers 
at  all  the  ignorant  Train'd  Band  of  Ex¬ 
perimenters. 

And  yet  the  Apothecaries  Company 
would  be  thought  Competent  Judges  9 
and  fuperior  in  Knowledge  to  thefe  Men, 
who  by  their  Art,  have  made  fuch  Im¬ 
provements  in  natural  Knowledge ;  for 
it  is  certain,  that  Chemiftry  cannot  be 
purfued  without  Natural  Philofophy,  nor 
vice  verfa .  Chemiftry  is  the  beft  adapted 
Science  to  difcover  the  latent  peculiar 
Power  of  Bodies;  a  wife  Chemift  can 
refolve  a  Compound  into  its  Simples,  and 
by  a  careful  Examination  of  fuch  Sim¬ 
ples  feparately,  can  unite  them  again  in 
a  certain  Manner,  and  by  that  means 
difcover  new  and  ufeful  Appearances  and 
Properties.  A  Chemift,  endowed  with  this 
Knowledge,  is  able  to  produce  real  Phy- 
fical  Effects,  without  idle  Speculations,  it 
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being  the  Character  of  a  Chemift,  fays 
the  learned  Boerhaave ,  that  his  Specula¬ 
tions  pafs  on  to  Effedts. 

The  juft  Compiling  of  Difpenfatories , 
and  the  Art  of  Extemporaneous  Prefcri- 
pdons,  depend  upon  a  thorough  Know¬ 
ledge  in  Chemiftry  ;  and  to  the  Want  of 
this  are  owing  thole  Errors  and  Blun¬ 
ders  fo  frequently  committed  by  Dtf- 
penfatory . Writers,  in  ordering  the  Hand¬ 
ing  Medicines  of  the  Shops. 

But  if  we  confider  Chemiftry  in  its 
full  Extent,  we  lliall  find  it  fcarce  lefs 
than  the  whole  of  Natural  Philofophy. 
Had  it  not  been  for  Chemiftry,  Sir  IJ'aac 
Newton  could  not  have  made  fuch  fur- 
prizing  Difcoveries  in  Natural  Philofo¬ 
phy :  T  hat  curious  Sett  of  Queries  at 
the  End  of  his  Optics ,  are  almoft  whol¬ 
ly  Chemical. 

Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  learned 
Che  mi  ft  merits  the  Preference  as  a  com¬ 
petent  Judge  to  difcover  Frauds  in 
Medicines ,  &c.  confequently  more  fit  to 
be  invefted  with  a  Power  of  infpe&ing 
and  detecting  the  notorious  Frauds  of  the 
ignorant  Apothecary,  than  the  Apothe- 
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cary  of  the  Chemift,  The  Parliament 
certainly  underftood  as  much  a  priori , 
or  they  would  have  heard  your  Petition ; 
but  it  was  evident,  that  your  Defigns 
were  founded  on  felf-interefting  Principles, 
confequently,  that  you  were  not  a  pro¬ 
per  Body  to  be  entrufted  with  Autho¬ 
rity,  on  Account  of  your  Integrity,  as 
well  as  Judgment. 

By  this  iniquitous  Scheme  you  have 
difclofed  the  Eyes  of  the  Public,  and 
henceforth  your  Fame  will  fly  like  a 
yelping  Cur,  with  a  Bladder  at-  his  Tail, 
the  Jeft  and  Sport  of  every  Chemift ’s 
Apprentice  between  Wapping  and  Weji- 
minller . 

But  now  let  us  ferioufly  fuppofe, 
what  would  have  proved  the  Confe- 
quence,  had  you  fucceeded  in  your  In¬ 
tentions  \  how  far  it  would  affedt  Trade 
in  general.  It  is  plain  that  if  your  Com¬ 
pany  had  obtained  an  Authority  to  re¬ 
gulate  Druggifts,  Chemifts,  and  Apothe¬ 
caries,  within,  and  feven  Miles  round,  the 
City  of  London-,  that  you  would  firft  con¬ 
trive  Means  to  fatisfy  yourfelves  for  the 
Trouble,  as  in  your  laft  Grant,  whereby 
every  Shop  became  obliged  annually  to 

'  prefent 
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prefent  you  with  Six  Shillings,  rather  than 
difpute  with  you  for  if  you  found  Fault 
where  there  was  none,  as  you  formerly 
have  done,  you  would  be  fatisfied,  or  elfe 
the  Trader’s  Credit  be  expofed,  &c.  If  this 
be  allowed  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  but  you 
would  rather  accept  a  Guinea  once  a  Year 
from  every  Shop,  as  a  Perquifite,  than 
moleft  the  Trader  either  in  compounding 
or  vending  the  vileft  Medicines.  There 
are  Scores  who  believe  it,  becaufe  you 
have  praftifed  fuch  Things  before,  and 
would  thefe  Practices  regard  the  Lives 
and  Healths  of  his  Majejlys  Subjects  ? 

Now,  e  contra ,  fuppofe,  by  this  Power 
you  fhould  force  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Trade  to  deal  at  your  Hall  for  their  Me¬ 
dicines,  the  better  to  avoid  any  ill  Confe- 
quence;  why,  fuch  is  your  grand  Defi~ 
deration ,  this  would  be  charging  home 
with  your  Coup  dl Eclat ;  in  this  Cafe, 
you  could  eafily  charge  Six  Shillings  for 
a  Pound  of  Venice  Treacle ,  which  the  ho¬ 
ned:  Druggift  and  Che  ini  ft  could  afford 
for  three  Shillings  and  fix  Pence,  with 
reafonable  Profit ;  and  your  Excufe  for 
fuch  high  Price  would  be  fixed  for  your 
great  Trouble  in  picking  out  all  the 
Sand,  Straws,  and  other  hetero¬ 
geneous 
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geneous  Filth,  as  if  no  Trader  hadHo- 
nefty  enough  to  do  the  fame,  but  your- 
felves. 

It  is  evident  hence,  that  this  is  the  Me¬ 
thod  by  which  you  intended  to  beggar  the 
fair  Trader  to  enrich  yourfelves ;  and  if 
we  confider  what  Sums  of  Money  you 
would  have  collected,  and  engroffed  by 
this  Scheme,  we  (liquid  be  no  longer  in 
Sufpence,  how  your  whole  Company 
jumped  into  Chariots,  purchafe  Country 
Seats,  or  have  fuch  large  Sums  at  Intereft. 
Your  honourable  Proceedings  by  fuch  a 
Scheme  would  have  bore  fo  great  an  Af¬ 
finity  to  fome  excellent  Lines  in  Hu- 
dibraSy  that  I  cannot  forbear  tranfcribing 
them  : 

What  makes  all  DoElrines  plain  and 
clear  ? 

About  two  hundred  Pou?ids  a  Tear . 

What  makes  that  true ,  which  jujl  before 

Had  been  proved  falfe  ?  Two  hundred 
more. 

If  I  may  prognofticate,  this  would  be 
the  very  Practice  in  your  Vifitations ;  for 
wherever  you  met  with  a  Shop  of  the 
vileft  Medicines,  they  would  turn  out  the 
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very  heft,  if  your  Hands  were  properly 
tickled . 

But  here  follows  what  ought  to  be 
principally  conlidered;  if  you  had  efta- 
blifhed  this  Inquifition,  your  Power  was 
defigned  to  extend  no  farther  than  feven 
Miles  round ;  the  Reafon  of  that  Limita¬ 
tion  is  plain,  for  had  it  been  general,  it 
would  have  Commenced  a  general  Phy- 
fical  Excife,  and  according  to  your  De- 
iign  would  prove  highly  pernicious  to  the 
City  Druggifts  and  Chemifts;  for  if  we 
fuppofe  that  the  Chemift  and  Druggift  in 
the  Compounding  of  Medicines,  fhould 
not  entirely  powder  his  very  finefl  larger 
Ingredients,  yet  it  is  certain,  the  Medi¬ 
cine  would  turn  out  never  a  whit  the 
worfe  for  ufmg  the  final  1,  after  the  Dull 
and  damaged  Part  were  feparated ;  for 
amongft  fopae  Drugs  the  fmall  breaking 
from  the  large  in  Carriage,  &c.  contains 
more  Virtue  than  the  large  itfelf,  and 
always  equals  the  large  in  Virtue  when 
found.  All  the  World  believes,  you  know 
this  by  E  xperience,  as  well  as  the  Che- 
mifts,  &c.  though  it  muft  he  allowed,  the 
larger  will  fetch  a  higher  Price.  It  is  un¬ 
der  this  Shelter  of  Knavery  that  you  charge 
Six  Shillings,  for  what  the  Chemift  can  af¬ 
ford 
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ford  for  three,  when  at  any  Time  it  is 
found  by  ft  rial,  that  theirs  are  equal  to 
you  is,  and  often  exceed  in  their  proper 
Virtue.  Now  as  this  is  really  the  Cafe, 
if  the  Chemift  and  Druggift  be  obliged 
under  the  fame  Sanftion  to  ufe  the 
very  beft  picked  Ingredients  in  his  Com- 
pofitions,  then  it  follows,  they  mu  ft  charge 
the  fame  Price  j  and  as  the  Country  Tra¬ 
ders  would  be  exempt  from  this  Obliga¬ 
tion,  they  would  engrofs  the  whole  Trade 
to  themielves,  and  inftead,  of  the  City 
fupplying  them  with  Medicines,  as  ufual, 
they  could  afford  to  fupply  the  City  at 
Forty  per  Cent,  cheaper,  as  being  free 
and  exempt  from  the  Tytbes  of  your  In- 
quijition :  On  which  Account,  the  Con- 
fumers  would  naturally  deal  with  the 
Country  Traders,  and  the  City  Driwgifts 
ana  Chemifts  would  find  themfelves  un¬ 
der  a  Neceflity  of  retiring  into  the  Coun¬ 
try,  to  the  general  Detriment  of  this  popu¬ 
lous  City.  I  have  inftanced  this  plain 
Fa<ft,  that  the  Publipk  may  judge  on  the 
pernicious  Confluences,  which  would' 
infallibly  attend  your  iniquitous  Scheme- 
than  which  nothing  could  have  been  bet¬ 
ter  contrived  to  enrich  the  Apothecaries 
company,  at  the  Ruin  of  the  Trade  in 
general,  for  if  thofe,  who,  confcious 


[  3+  ] 

of  their  Inability  to  compound  good 
Medicines,  or  were  not  honetl  enough 
to  do  it,  out  of  a  felfilh  Principle,  were 
obliged  to  buy  their  Medicines  from  your 
Hall  (the  better  to  avoid  the  Penalty 
of  Infpedion)  it  may  be  eafily  compre¬ 
hended,  what  large  Sums  you  muft  an¬ 
nually  amafs,  when  they  became  obliged 
to  pay  you  Forty  per  Cent,  more  than  to 
an  honeft  fair  Trader.  Your  annual  Im- 
polition  extorted  from  every  Shop  in 
London,  at  Six  Shillings  each,  has  been 
acknowledged  to  amount  to  Fifty  Pounds , 
and  it  has  been  computed,  if  your  Bill 
had  palled,  that  the  Increafe  of  your  Pro¬ 
fits,  arifing  from  new  Cuftomers  within 
feven  IVliles  round,  added  to  the  Percjui- 
fites,  which  you  would  have  annually  col¬ 
lected  from  thofe  who  dealt  ellewheie, 
would  amount  to  the  Sum  of  Six  thou- 
fand  Pounds  and  upwards,  yearly. 

Your  Obfervations  on  the  Deceits 
and  Uncertainties  of  Druggs  and  Medi¬ 
cines,  are  as  new,  as  they  are  iui  priz¬ 
ing  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  thefe  mi¬ 
raculous  Sopbifiications,  fo  abfurd  and 
fcandalous,  are  the  real  Product  of  your 
late  Midnight  ^Machinations,  contrived 
to  unhinge  the  public  Efteem  of  all  the 

Trade,  but  yourfelves;  for  fince  your 
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Remarks  were  printed,  after  a  moft  ftridl 
Enquiry,  I  could  never  hear  of  any  Per- 
fon,  nor  even  the  vilefh  Adulterator,  that 
ever  imagined  the  Poffibility  of  making 
Lenitive  Electuary  with  Damfons ,  or 
Salt  of  Amber  with  Sal  Armoniac ;  but 
the  Truth  of  this  Artifice  appears  too 
plain  by  your  late  Pamphlet,  which  is 
wrote  in  fuch  a  mod  delicate  'Tooth- fuck¬ 
ing,  Coaks-him-Pugg  Style,  that  no  Simile 
in  the  World  can  equal  it,  unlefs  it  be 
compared  to  your  old  Grandfre  Nick$ 
ailing  in  the  Capacity  of  an  Apothecary , 
by  adminiftring  the  Apple  to  our  Parent 
Eve ,  as  a  Bolus :  It  met  with  a  kind 
Reception,  till  it  was  analyfed  by  the 
Chemift,  and  no  iboner  was  its  innate 
Principles  expofed,  than  it  became  damned 
for  a  Felo  de  Se . 

It  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  your  ad-* 
mirable  Hiflory  of  Adulterations  will  be 
attended  with  fatal  Confequences ;  for 
fince  you  have  laid  down  fuch  plaki 
Rules  to  thofe  unikilled  in  fophifticat* 
ing  Medicines,  whereby  to  perform  that 
Bufinefs  to  Advantage,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  but  thofe  ignorant  Pretenders  to 
Chemiflry  and  Phyfic  before  mentioned, 
will  feize  the  Opportunity,  and,  at  a  pro- 
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per  Seafon  compound  fuch  Quantities  of 
the  Damfon  Lenitive,  as  to  afford  it  for 
One  Shilling  per  Pound,  rather  than  turn 
away  a  Cuftomer;  a  Pradtice  fo  frequent 
with  a  certain  notorious  Impoftor,  lately 
ftamped  with  the  unmerited  Appellation 
of  Chemijl ,  that  he  never  afks  more  than 
One  Shilling  and  four  Pence  per  Pound  for 
London  Treacle,  and  other  Medicines  pro- 
portionably;  when  every  one  is  fenfible  it 
cannot  be  difpenfed  at  lefs  than  twenty 
Pence  prime  Coft,  at  the  cheapeft  Times. 

Hence  by  your  new  Improvements  in 
fophifticating,  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
new  Swarms  of  Empirical  Chemifts,  &c. 
will  daily  appear,  to  the  great  Detriment 
of  the  Phyfician  and  the  honeft  Trader, 
but  moft  fatal  to  the  Public  in  general ; 
and  which  Evil,  unlefs  it  be  fpeedily 
checked  by  Legiflative  Power,  will  efta- 
blifh  a  perpetual  Monument  of  Scandal 
to  your  Company. 

There  ftill  remains  to  be  revealed  a 
Crime  of  the  moft  heinous  and  con¬ 
temptible  Nature,  frequently  pradtifed  by 
the  above  defcribed  Empirics;  that  is,  their 
unparalleled  Method  of  prefcribing  Me¬ 
dicines  to  prolong  Difeafes,  with  a  View 

of 


[  37  ] 

of  fwelling  their  Bills  to  a  round  Sum ; 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  few  are  guilty 
of  this  Vice,  who,  out  of  a  Principle 
of  Avarice,  by  this  Means  endanger  the 
Patient’s  Life  too  frequently ;  thole  who 
are  molt  noted  for  Illiterature  and  Sophi- 
ftications,  are  moltly  to  be  fufpe&ed 
guilty  of  this  infernal  Practice ;  thofe 
who  retail  bad  Medicines  to  the  Poor, 
when  knowing  them  fuch,  will  not 
fcruple,  if  Opportunity  ferves,  to  deliver 
Medicines  and  prolong  theDifeafes  of  thofe 
who  are  better  able  to  pay.  The  Cafe  of 
an  Intermittent  Fever,  favours  the  Apo¬ 
thecary  greatly  for  this  Purpofe,  who,  af¬ 
ter  he  has  prepared  the  Body  for  the 
Bark,  begins  the  Cure  with  Draughts'  of 
the  fame,  to  be  repeated  every  four  Hours 
during  the  Abfence  of  the  febrile  Par- 
oxyfm ;  this  Method  is  continued  for 
three  or  four  Days,  or  longer,  according 
to  their  Method  of  managing  and  doling 
the  Bark ;  and  when  the  Cure  only  wants 
compleating  with  fome  Aromatic  Rellrin- 
gents  and  Stomachics,  a  Medicine  of  a 
purgative  Quality  is  adminiftered,  which 
infallibly  renews  the  periodical  Fits,  and 
there  never  is  wanting  a  plaufi'ble  Excufe 
for  this  Relapfe;  as,  perhaps,  the  drinking 
Malt  Liquor,  catching  Cold,  &c.  And 

now 
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now  Recourfe  mull  be  had  again  to  the 
Bark  Draughts,  and  thus  is  the  Patient 
moft  miferably  tormented,  and  his  Life 
fo  far  endangered,  that  perhaps  it  is  out 
of  the  Power  of  a  Phyfician  to  fave  it* 
when  called ;  but  be  that  as  it  will,  the  Apo¬ 
thecary  makes  out  his  Bill  for  the  Patient 
of  as  many  Pounds,  as  perhaps  would  not 
have  coft  him  Shillings  from  an  ingenious 
Chemift.  To  make  this  appear  plainer* 
fuppofe  the  Bark  Draughts  confift  of  about 
a  Drachm  or  more  of  fine  powder’d  Bark, 
as  much  Syrup  of  any  Sort,  and  of 
fimple  and  compound  Waters  each  one 
Ounce,  with  a  few  Drops  of  'Elixir 
Vitriol :  The  Value  of  this  Draught  does 
not  exceed  Six  Pence  to  the  Apothecary, 
and  he  never  fails  to  charge  one  Shilling 
and  Six  Pence,  but  oftner  two  Shillings 
each.  Now  if  four  of  thefe  Draughts 
be  confumed  every  Twenty  four  Hours 
during  the  Cure,  which  fuppofe  mode¬ 
rately  ten  Days,  then  the  prime  Coft  of 
all  the  Draughts  amount  to  Twenty  Shil¬ 
lings;  and  if  he  charges  them  moderate¬ 
ly  at  One  Shilling  and  Six  Pence  each,  his 
Bill  amounts  to  Three  Pounds;  out  of 
which  he  has  Forty  Shillings  for  his  at¬ 
tending  ten  Days;  which  muft  be  allowed 
a  moft  reafonable  Profit,  even  to  all  un¬ 
reasonable 
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feafonable  Men.  But  as  this  is  pra&ifed 
by  a  few  reafonable  Apothecaries  only  ; 
let  us  further  calculate,  as  it  is  moft  com¬ 
mon:  If  he  fends  in  four  gilded  Bolus’s 
compounded  of  Bark,  or  its  Preparations, 
every  Day,  with  four  Stomach  Draughts, 
compounded  of  very  fimple  Ingredients, 
or  a  half  Pint  Cordial  Julep,  to  wafli  them 
down  with;  the  Charge  of  every  Bolus 
and  Julep  generally  runs  at  Two  Shillings 
and  Six  Pence  each,  though  neither  of 
them,  fingly,  cofts  him  Eight  Pence : 
Now  if  four  Bolus’s  and  four  Draughts, 
or  one  Julep, confumed  every  Day 
for  ten  Days,  and  the  Sum  computed,  a 
Profit  for  Attendance  will  be  eafily  dis¬ 
covered,  which  would  make  every  honeft 
Man  blufh;  and  yet  fome  of  thefe  Scoun¬ 
drels,  not  content  with  Four  hundred  per 
Cent .  Profit,  have  the  flagrant  Wicked- 
nefs  to  prolong  Diftempers,  the  better  to 
complete  a  handfome  Bill ;  and  inllead  of 
performing  a  Cure  in  ten  Days,  or  lefs, 
will  torment  the  Patient  oftentimes  as 
many  Weeks,  in  a  View  to  pick  their 
Pockets.  Every  Perfon  can  difcern  how 
far  this  Practice  differs  from  a  Chemift, 
qualified  duly  to  pradtife  as  an  Apothe¬ 
cary,  who,  confcious  of  the  Goodnefs  and 
Cofl  of  his  Medicines,  delivers  a  Bill  of 
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Twenty  Shillings,  which  the  common  Apo¬ 
thecary  would  charge  at  Five  Pounds;  for 
it  muft  be  obferved,  that  a  Chemift  who 
praftifes  as  an  Apothecary,  never  charges 
above  one  Shilling  for  the  deareft  Bolus 
prefcribed  by  the  Phyfician,  the  fame  for 
a  Draught,  and  one  Shilling  and  Six-pence 
for  the  Juleps;  although  he  gives  the  fame 
Attendance  as  the  Apothecary;  and  if  the 
Medicines  are  retailed,  he  generally  con¬ 
tents  himfelf  with  Two-pence  in  a  Shil¬ 
ling  Profit.  Thefe  are  downright  honeft 
Reafons,  why  an  ingenioi^  Chemift  and 
Apothecary,  after  he  becomes  a  little  not¬ 
ed,  tumbles  into  good  Bufinefs ;  and  thefe 
are  the  Proceedings,  that  mortify  the 
common  Apothecaries,  and  induce  them 
to  defpife  and  fneer  at  the  practical  Che¬ 
mift,  becaufe  he  contents  himfelf  with  a 
third  Part  of  the  Apothecaries  Gains,  al¬ 
though  the  Chemift  acknowledges  his 
Profits  in  the  practical  Way,  to  be  near¬ 
ly  half. 

.  '  / 

I  have  juft  inftanced  this  Example,  viz. 
of  the  Bark,  wherein  the  clandeftine  Pro¬ 
fits  of  the  common  Apothecary  are  truly 
ftated,  as  well  as  the  Method,  by  which 
feveral  of  them  continue  and  prolong  the 
Difeafes  of  thofe  who  are  fo  inconfiderate 
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as  to  employ  them.  There  are  other  In- 
ftances  of  Difeafes,  whereby  the  Apothe¬ 
cary,  who  is  guilty  of  thefe  Mal-Pradtices, 
can  inforce  prodigious  Advantages.  The 
Truth  of  which  may  be  collected  from 
the  above  Example;  it  fhall  fuffice  at  pre- 
fent,  to  remark  a  little  more  of  their  Pro¬ 
fit,  viz.  Any  Apothecary  can  purchafe  a 
Pound  of  Sperma  Ceti  from  any  Che- 
mift,  of  the  fineft  Sort,  at  two  Shillings 
per  Pound ;  now  as  it  is  common  to 
compound  their  Bolus’s  and  Draughts,  by 
means  of  a  little  Yelk  of  Egg,  wherein  this 
is  the  only  Article  to  depend  on,  as  in 
Coughs,  Colds,  Hoarfenefs,  or  where  there 
is  an  inward  Complaint,  occafioned  by  a 
Fall,  Blow,  or  the  like ;  then  perhaps  four 
of  thefe  Bolus’s  or  Draughts  are  ordered 
every  Day,  till  the  Diforder  is  removed. 
Thefe  Bolus’s  and  Draughts  are  by  the 
moffc  reafonable  Apothecary,  charged  at 
One  Shilling  and  Six-pence  each,  when  it 
is  well  known,  that  the  pradtical  Che- 
mifl  would  be  glad  to  put  them  off  at 
Six-pence  a  piece  :  but  this  is  not  all ;  for 
fome  of  the  above  Diforders,  it  is  well 
known,  can  be  removed  in  half  the  Time 
with  more  effedtual  Medicines,  and  with 
ten  times  lefs  Expence ;  therefore  who¬ 
ever  confiders  this,  let  him  remember  the 

G  old 
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old  Motto,  Qut  vult  decipiy  decipiaiur .  I 
could  enumerate  hundreds  of  thefe  Ex¬ 
amples,  but  let  the  following  Obferva- 
tions  be  remarked  as  a  general  Scholium . 
No  Bolus,  of  what  kind  foever,  ever  ex¬ 
ceeds  Eight-pence  Coft  to  the  Apothecary ; 
the  riched  half  Pint  Julep  one  Shilling  ;  the 
Draught,  of  what  kind  foever,Nine-pences 
The  Quart  Emulfion  ufed  in  Stranguries, 
occafioned  by  Bliders,  one  Shilling;  and 
other  Medicines  accordingly ;  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  Apothecaries  dare  not  affert 
the  above  Rates  to  be  falfe,  and  hence 
every  Perfon  may  form  a  tolerable  Judg¬ 
ment,  whether  they  be  impofed  on  in 
their  Bills ;  and  if  the  Excufe  of  the  Price 
be  fixed  on  Account  of  the  Bezoar  being 
compounded  in  the  Medicines,  the  Pa¬ 
tient  may  fafely,  on  all  Occafions,  defire  it 
to  be  omitted ;  for,  whatever  fome  People 
may  fancy,  it  has  been  found  to  a£t  in 
the  human  Body,  with  no  other  Efficacy, 
than  as  a  fluggilh  inert  Calx,  as  Calx  of 
Antimony,  &c.  which  has  been  known 
to  obftrudt  the  Lacteals,  when  given  in 
large  Quantities,  and  by  that  means  oc- 
canon  a  univerfal  Atrophy , 

Wh  at  is  moil  to  be  lamented  in  the 
above  Examples,  is  the  Patient,  who  fel- 

dom 
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dom  confiders  the  Ingenuity  and  Honefty* 
of  his  Apothecary,  if  he  be  recommended 
as  a  Perfon,  who  has  been  in  Trade  fome 
Years,  confequently  a  Man  of  Credit,  and 
has  acquired  the  Efteem  of  thofe,  to 
whom  he  has  paid  a  polite  Complaifance, 
and  with  the  additional  Circumftances  of 
a  lyt-Wig  and  Rocquelo  has  enforced  his 
Credentials* 

The  old  Women  and  Mid  wives  are 
remarkable  for  thefe  Recommendations, 
who  ever  infill  on  being  thought  Judges, 
becaufe  their  Apothecaries  (by  attacking 
them  on  the  blind  Side)  approve  of  every 
thing  they  fay  and  do ;  nay,  fuch  is  the 
Effeminacy  of  the  prefent  Pradice,  that 
the  Fair  Sex  are  generally  fo  opinionated, 
that  rather  than  lilten  to  the  real  Merit 
of  an  ingenious  Stranger  to  them,  they 
will  not  fcruple  to  place  their  dear  gen¬ 
teel  Apothecary  in  competion  with  JEfcu- 
lapiu-s  himfelf ;  though  perhaps  he  knows 
no  more  of  the  Pradice  of  Phyfick,  than 
what  he  acquired  from  common  Obfer- 
vations,  as  a  Labourer  to  fome  Quack, 
together  with  the  Perufal  of  Quincy  s  DiJ- - 
penfatory *  which)  by  the  way,  has  fur- 
nifhed  the  Town  with  fuch  Swarms  qf* 
Empirics,  that,  perhaps,  it  has  occalionedi 
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the  Death  of  as  many  People,  as  ever  it  re¬ 
turned  Shillings. 

The  trading  Chemical  Cheats  are  not 
to  be  exempted  from  fome  of  the  above 
pernicious  Practices.  They  frequently 
amufe  the  poor  Venereal  Patient  by  repeat- 
ed  Dofes  of  Phyfic,  while  he  pays  ready 
Money,  until  a  large  Sum  is  extorted, 
and  at  lad  difcharges  him  uncured ;  or, 
what  is  worfe,  inftead  of  curing  him,  con¬ 
verts  his  Clap  into  an  inveterate  Pox;  a 
Pradtice  fo  frequent  with  the  advertifing 
Quacks,  that  was  it  not  for  fuch  Treat¬ 
ment,  the  regular  Surgeon  would  want 
Bufinefs, 

From  hence  it  maybe  eafily  infer¬ 
red,  how  careful  and  circumfpedt  a  Patient 
ought  to  be  in  the  Choice  of  his  Apo¬ 
thecary  and  Chemift  ;  and  that  the  bare 
Hearfay,  and  Recommendation  of  an  in¬ 
different  Perfon  is  not  to  be  traded,  and 
that  for  divers  important  Reafons.  A  Pa¬ 
tient  fhould  never  be  bigotted  to  any  Apo¬ 
thecary,  but  ought  at  all  times  carefully  to 
endeavour  todidinguifhthe  Man  of  Learn¬ 
ing  from  the  Empiric.  The  old  Prafti- 
tioner  is  not  to  be  regarded  more  than  a 
young  one,  if  the  young  one  has  been  re¬ 
gularly 
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gularly  educated,  and  is  known  to  be  a 
Man  of  Learning  and  Genius.  The  Art  of 
Phyfic  is  not  to  be  acquired,  nor  purfued 
by  any  old  Method  or  common  Track; 
but  Medicines  are  to  be  varied  asCircum- 
ftances  require,  and  none  but  an  ingenious 
Man  can  inveffi2;ate  thefe  Circum fiances. 
That  common  ignorant  Notion  fo  pre¬ 
vailing,  viz,  My  Apothecary  knows  my 
ConJIitution ,  —  has  been  us  d  to  me  for 
Years,  &c,  is  not  to  be  countenanced  too 
far,  as  if  no  Man  could  compound  a 
Dofe  of  purging  Phyfic,  &c.  agreeably  to 
the  Conflitution  of  the  Patient  fo  well  as 
he,  who  has  been  employed  by  him  for 
Years.  This  is  the  moft  prevailing  Fancy 
attending  thofe  Patients,  who  through  their 
peculiar  Bigotifm  will  more  readily  em¬ 
ploy  an  Empiric  than  a  regular  learned 
Apothecary  ;  though  they  can  aflign  no 
other  Reafon  for  fuch  Preference,  than 
that  He  knows  my  Conflitution  befl ,  &c. 
But  the  Abfurditv  and  Fallacioufnefs  of 
fuch  Reafoning,  is  ealily  difcerned  by  the 
Man  of  Senfe.  Indeed  it  mud  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  through  the  peculiar  Idiofyn- 
crafy  of  the  Patient,  the  Apothecary  is 
obliged  fometimes  to  alter  his  Medicines 
accordingly.  As  for  Inftance,  fome  Con- 
flitutions  are  more  readily  and  fafely  fa- 

livated 
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livated  with  a  Mercurial  Ungueilt,  out¬ 
wardly  applied;  others  cannot  be  falivated 
by  this  Means,  but  the  Bufinefs  is  well 
performed  with  Mercurials  inwardly  :  the 
Bark  will  purge  feme  Confutations  vio¬ 
lently,  and  prove  highly  Reftringent  to 
others;  and  thefe  Things  happen  quite 
the  Reverfe  to  the  fame  People  at  different 
Times,  according  to  the  Alteration  of  the 
different  Fluids,  in  the  Body:  but  as 
the  Body  and  Confutation  of  Man  is  fo 
very  unfable,  and  fubjecl  to  fuch  a  per¬ 
petual  Round  of  Changes,  occafioned  by 
the  Air,  Diet,  &c,  that  it  may  be  truly 
faid  never  to  continue  in  the  fame  State 
for  two  Hours;  and  as  Medicines  are 
known  to  affed  the  fame  Body  differently 

J  j 

at  different  Times;  how  can  it  be  made 
appear,  that  one  Apothecary  fhould  know 
the  Conftitution  by  being  ufed  to  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  any  better  than  he,  who  is  an  entire 
Stranger,  and  forms  Ids  Judgment  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Symptoms  of  the  Pulfe,  by 
proper  Queflions  and  external  Diag¬ 
noses?  It  is  certainly  a  Talk  too  hard 
for  the  mo  ft  able  Phyfician.  All  thefe 
Fads  evince  the  Neceffity  of  employing 
that  Perfon  as  an  Apothecary,  who  by  his 
peculiar  Genius  and  Learning,  can  befl 
invefigate  the  primary  Caufe  and  Nature 
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the  Difeafe,  and  then  the  judicious  Ap¬ 
plication  of  proper  Medicines  becomes 
eafy :  but  how  can  this  be  effe&ed  by  an 
Empiric,  who  is  employed  through  a 
Fancy  of  the  Patient,  and  whofe  Practice 
is  but  meer  Guefs-Work,  (Hit  or  mifs. 
Luck  is  all.)  It  may  be  truly  inferred  from 
hence,  that  fome  thoufands  endanger,  and 
perhaps  lofe  their  Lives,  by  their  parti¬ 
cular  Whimlies ;  for  it  has  been  demon- 
ft rated  before,  that  in  any  Part  of  Lon¬ 
don,  where  there  is  One  deferving  Che- 
mift  or  Apothecary  of  Genius  or  Letters, 
there  are  Five  who  would  be  found  by  pro¬ 
per  Examination,  to  be  meer  Emperics, 
and  yet  in  good  Practice,  occafioned  by 
the  filly  Fancy  of  the  inconfiderate  Pa¬ 
tient.  More  Inftances  of  this  Nature 
might  be  eafily  deduced;  but  as  this  was 
intended  as  a  Pamphlet,  this  Subjedt 
(ball  be  deferred  to  another  Opportunity. 


CONCLU- 
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CONCLUSION. 


BY  the  preceding  Difcourfe  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Views  of  the  ignorant  and  illi¬ 
terate  Praditioners  in  Chemiftry  and  Phy- 
fic  are  fufficientlv  delineated; and  as  it  has 
been  demonftrated,  that  this  Band  of  En- 
thufiafts  do  a&ually  compound,  retail,  and 
pradife  with  fophifticated  Medicines  ;  it 
now  becomes  a  neceffary  and  incumbent 
Duty,  to  propofe  a  Method,  whereby  this 
fpreading  Calamity  may  be  redrefled.  It 
has  been  confidered,  that  the  Petition  to 
Parliament,  by  the  Company  of  Apothe¬ 
caries,  was  founded  on  finifter,  ambitious 
Views,  and  that  the  Welfare  of  his 
Maj  esty’s  Subjects  was  not  fo  much 
regarded,  as  an  additional  Increafe  of  their 
prefent  monftrous  Profits :  And  that  this 
was  a  fecond  Reafon  why  the  Legiflature 
refufed  to  acknowledge  them  as  Compe¬ 
tent  Judges,  and  hence,  are  no  longer 
to  be  confidered  as  fuch  by  the  Public, 
nor  a  proper  Body  to  infped  the  Shops 
of  their  Superiors.  The  Apothecary 
cannot  be  thought  a  Judge  of  the  effential 
Qualities  of  Compounds,  becaufe  he  does 

not 
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flot  underftand  Chemiftry;  if  he  did,  he 
would  not  be  obliged  to  buy  his  Chemi¬ 
cals,  confequently  could  find  no  Fault  with 
his  Medicines.  The  Druggie  is  liable  to 
the  fame  Objections,  for  he  would  have 
no  Occafion  for  his  Chemicals  from  their 
Laboratory,  if  he  could  prepare  them 
himfelf ;  the  Phyfician  may  know  how 
to  prefcribe  Medicines,  and  by  their 
Effects  may  pronounce  their  Goodnefs; 
but  he  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  beft 
Judge,  becaufe  moft  Phyficians  feidom  or 
never  do  compound  Galenical  Medicines, 
much  lefs  the  Chemicals,  to  the  Prepara¬ 
tion  of  which  they  muft  be  entire  Strangers : 
Hence  it  follows,  that  the  Chemift  muft 
be  the  proper  Arbitrator  in  this  impor¬ 
tant  Affair.  The  Chemift,  by  various  Ex¬ 
periments  and  Arts,  unknown  to  any  but 
himfelf,  can  analyfe  the  moft  elaborate 
Preparations,  defcribed  in  the  Difpenfa - 
i°ry 3  and  by  Means  of  Fire  and  proper 
Menftruumscan  difcover  the  latent  Frauds 
and  *S ubflituteS)  as  has  been  before  obferv- 
ed;  but  left  the  Chemift  fhould  be  fu- 
fpeCled  of  paffing  Sentence  too  partially,  it 
is  neceftary  to  join  him  with  the  Phy- 
fician.  and  Druggift}  that  thofe,  whom 
they  infpeCt,  may  have  the  utmoft  fa- 

tisfaClory  Juftice  done  them  ;  therefore  it 
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becomes  expedient  to  form  a  Committee* 
confifting  of  an  equal  Number  of  Phyfi- 
cians,  Chemifts,  and  Druggifts,  to  be  an¬ 
nually  chofe  by  the  College  of  Phyficians, 
and  fworn  into  their  Office  by  a  proper 
Oath.  This  Committee,  by  an  Adt  for 
that  Purpofe,  ffiall  be  veiled  with  a 
Power  of  infpedting  the  Shops,  as  oft 
as  they  think  proper,  of  all  thofe  who 
prepare  and  retail  Medicines,  as  well  as 
thofe  who  pradtife  as  Apothecaries,  in  the 
fame  Manner  as  in  former  Grants  for 
that  Purpofe;  and  where  they  (hall  find 
any  bad  Medicines,  ffiall  caufe  the  fame 
to  be  deltroyed,  and  levy  a  Fine  of  Twen¬ 
ty  Shillings,  to  be  paid  every  Time,  by 
the  Offender  ;  and  this  Power  ffiall  extend 
no  further  than  Miles  in  and  round 

the  City  of  London ;  they  ffiall  be  further 
empowered,  to  fummon  all  thofe  Che¬ 
mifts,  Druggifts,  and  Apothecaries,  who 
keep  open  Shops,  compound,  and  retail 
Medicines,  as  well  as  thofe  that  pradtife 
as  Apothecaries,  and  that  on  producing 
Certificates  of  their  Apprenticeffiips,  they 
be  regularly  examined,  whether  they  are 
qualified  and  capable  to  follow  the  above 
mentioned  Proleffions  and  Trades  .  and 
if  adjudged  uncapable,  that  they  be  dif- 
miffed,  and  a  proper  Fine  to  be  levied,  if 
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at  any  Time  they  be  found  difobeying 
fuch  Orders  as  are  neceffary  for  that 
Purpofe,  &c. 

Such  a  falutary  Power  as  this,  proper¬ 
ly  applied,  could  not  fail  of  producing 
the  mod:  happy  Effedl,  It  would  cer¬ 
tainly  purge  the  Town  of  thofe  Swarms  of 
Phylical  and  Chemical  Impoftors,  would 
manifeftly  preferve  the  Lives  and  Healths 
of  Thoufandsof  his  Majejlys  Subjects,  in¬ 
fallibly  promote  the  Learning  of  the  Phy- 
fician,  Chemift,  and  Druggift,  and  quiet 
the  uneafy  Apothecary  5  who,  as  a  cer¬ 
tain  Gentleman  remarked  (when  told  the 
Defign  of  their  Petition)  were  grown  fo 
jealous  of  the  Chemifts  Profits  in  poifon- 
ing,  that  they  had  petitioned  for  an  Aft, 
to  engrofs  the  whole  Art  to  them¬ 
selves. 
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P  O  STSC  R IP  T. 


SINCE  the  Writing  of  the  preceding 
Difeourfe,  I  have  had  a  fmall  Time* 
to  perufe  a  printed  Paper,  privately  hand¬ 
ed  about,  called  the  Apothecaries 
Case,  which  they  have  prefented  to  Par¬ 
liament,  the  better  to  juflify  their  late 
Proceedings. 

This  Piece  contains  a  Number  of  Ar¬ 
ticles  relative  to  their  primary  Intentions* 
as  they  would  induce  the  World  to  cre¬ 
dit  ;  but  although  feveral  of  thofe  Articles 
coincide  with  the  Conditions  of  this  Pam¬ 
phlet,  yet  fomeof  them  manifeftly  betray 
the  fame  lucrative  Principles,  as  are  al¬ 
ready  inftanced  ;  they  Hill  infill  on  their 
dale  Title  of  Competent  Judges,  and  re- 
fufe  to  acknowledge  the  Chemifts  to  be 
their  Competitors  or  Superiors  in  this 
Point ;  hut  if  the  Arguments  in  this  Pam¬ 
phlet  prove  infufficient,  I  am  able  to  de- 
monllrate  from  their  own  Words,  that 
the  Chemifts  merit  the  Preference,  in  the 
Opinion  of  all  judicious  Men  :  For  if  the 
Chemifts  are  the  moll:  artful  Sophiftica- 
tors  of  Medicines,  and  can  adulterate  them 

fa 
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fo  dexteroufly,  as  to  elude  the  Judgment, 
and  perplex  the  moft  *  accurate  Exami¬ 
ner  ,  [w'^.  the  Apothecary]  and  which  none 
can  reveal  but  thofe  who  have  wrapped 
them  up  together ;  it  is  evident,  the  Che- 
mift  can  beft  determine  the  Frauds  of 
thofe,  whofe  Pradices  little  differ  from 
his  own  :  For  to  fet  a  Thief  to  catch  a 

C  ’ 

Thief  is  an  old  Maxim.  Hence,  would  it 
not  be  abfurd  to  appoint  an  innocent  honejl 
Apothecary ,  to  deted  the  Frauds  of  an 
impofing,  roguifh  Chemift  ?  The  Attempt 
would  prove  equally  as  ridiculous  as  the 
training  up  a  Jack-daw  to  catch  a  Hawk* 

The  real  lucrative Defigns  of  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries  are  very  perfpicuous ;  for  if  their 
Intentions  were  primarily  founded  upon  ho¬ 
nourable  and  equitable  Principles,  why  did 
they  not  confult  theChemiftsandDruggifts 
during  this  four  Years  Plot  (fince  they  allow 
there  are  fome  honeft  Men  amongft  them) 
or  why  did  they  depreciate  and  flight  the 
Counfel  and  Afliftance  of  the  learned  Col¬ 
lege  ?  Thefe  could  not  be  fufpeded,  as 
void  of  Integrity yor  guilty  of  Mifcompound - 
ing  Medicines .  But,  in  fhort,  why  have 
they  been  fo  clandeftine  in  all  their  Pro¬ 
ceedings  ?  The  Reafon  is  plain,  they  de- 

*  Vide  Frauds  detected  in  Drugs.*  See. 
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ligned  to  eftablifti  an  arbitrary  Power,  to 
enrich  themfelves  bydeftroying  the  Liber¬ 
ty  of  the  fair  Trader;  and  this  Teems  to 
be  confirmed  by  fome  Articles  in  their 
prefent  printed  Cafe 

— — —  Quantum  mutatus  ah  — — 

How  artfully,  and  with  what  Fribbling 
Complaifance  do  they  now  addrefs  the 
learned  College,  whofe  Affiftance,  two 
Months  ago,  they  fo  contemptibly  reject¬ 
ed.  But  as  the  Phyficians  are  now  peti¬ 
tioning  the  Parliament,  for  an  Amendment 
of  the  late  AQl  :  It  is  to  be  hoped,  they 
will  unveil  their  iniquitous  Scheme ;  by 
which  means  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons  may  be  better  enabled  to  veft 
thofe  Perfons  only  with  proper  Authority, 
who  appear  moft  able  to  execute  the  fame 
impartially.  Such  a  neceffary  Power  can¬ 
not  fail  of  producing  the  moft  falutary 
Purpofes,  as  it  would  greatly  preferve  the 
Lives  of  his  Majefty’s  Subjedts,  infallibly 
reftore  the  Reputation  of  Pharmacy,  and 
daily  improve  and  confirm  the  Excellency 
of  the  noble  Science  of  Chemistry. 


* 


Fid.  the  Article  wherein  they  humbly  propofe  the 
Sum  of  Six  Shillings,  to  be  annually  contributed  by  every 
Shop,  within  feven  Miles  round  the  City,  to  be  dilburfed 
in  repairing  their  Garden  at  Chelfea ,  which,  at  a  mode¬ 
rate  Computation,  would  amount  to  the  Sum  of  1200  L 

finis. 


